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THE LATEE YEAKS
1896-1912

THE result of the election of 1896, though dis-
appointing to General Weaver and those who
worked with him, was still near enough to vic-
tory to give encouragement for another cam-
paign along the same lines. A contest lost by
only about half a million votes out of a total of
over thirteen million was a very close approach
to success when all the circumstances are taken
into consideration. It is not surprising, there-
fore, that a man of Weaver's optimistic temper-
ament should anticipate a victory in 1900.
Repeatedly between 1896 and 1900, he indulged
in such prophecies and he worked continually
for such an outcome during the intervening
years.

His description of the political situation pre-
ceding the Congressional campaign of 1898 ex-
plained his position and gave reasons for it.
He believed that the people were misled in 1896
by the promises of the Republicans, and that
they had begun to understand the real state of
affairs "before the smoke of battle had fairly
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